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P omp and circumstance surrounded the April 2, 
2011, royal wedding of William, Prince of Wales 
(heir to the British throne), and Catherine (Kate) 

Middleton. All eyes in Britain and many eyes around the 
world were glued to their TVs and computer monitors. 
Thousands waited for hours to see the happy couple in per-
son, as they lined the royal route to the palace. The wed-
ding for this young couple included flower arrangements 
for $800,000, a wedding dress that cost about $400,000, 
and a cake for just under $80,000. The bill for the entire 
wedding (security included) came in at $70 million 
(Mawani 2011).

Members of royal families such as Prince William and 
Prince Harry of Britain grow up in a privileged world, 
with wealth, prestige, and access to power. Their lifestyles 
include formal receptions, horse races, polo games, royal 
hunts, state visits, and other social and state functions. 
The family has several elegant residences at its disposal. 

However, like most royalty, William, Harry, and now Kate 
Middleton also live within the confines of their elite  
status, with its strict expectations and limitations. They 
cannot show up for a beer at the local pub or associate 
freely with commoners. Their family problems or casual 
antics are subject matter for front pages of tabloids, as 
seen in the behavior of Prince Harry during a trip to Las 
Vegas that thrilled the paparazzi and dismayed the royal 
household. Thanks to a cell phone camera, what he did in 
Vegas did not stay in Vegas. Although there is no official 
royalty in the United States, wealthy entrepreneurs, stock 
brokers and bankers, and entertainment and sports  
figures hold positions that allow for a life of comfort  
similar to that of royalty.

On the other hand, rags and famine pervade the 
planet. Hidden from the public eye in Britain and the 
United States are people with no known names and no 
swank addresses; some have no address at all. Around 
the globe, wars, natural disasters, famines, economic 
crises, slavery, and human trafficking point to the pres-
ence of inequality. Inequality is a social condition in 
which privileges, opportunities, and substantial rewards 
are given to people in some positions in society but 
denied to others.

Inequality leaves many people particularly vulnerable 
when natural and human-made disasters strike. For example, 
the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 left a population already vul-
nerable due to poverty and political unrest even more at risk. 
With human trafficking and sexual violence rates increasing 
in makeshift camps for survivors, women began taking self-
defense classes to prepare to fight off sexual predators 
(Rauniyar and Burke 2015).

As noted in Chapter 6, climate change and economic 
hard times have pushed many low-income people from 
their rural homes to cities in hopes of finding jobs. 
However, with few jobs for unskilled and semiskilled 
workers in today’s postindustrial service economies, 

  THINK ABOUT IT

Micro: Local community Why are some people in your community wealthier than others?

Meso: National institutions, 
complex organizations, and 

ethnic groups

How do institutions—such as the family, education, religion, health, politics, and 
the economy—help keep people in the class they were born into?

Macro: National and global 
systems

Why are some nations affluent and others impoverished? How does the fact that 
we live in a global society affect you and your social position?

Prince William and Kate with their royal children (Charlotte and 
George), Queen Elizabeth, and Prince Philip greet crowds on the 
Queen’s 90th birthday. Prince William is second in line to inherit the 
throne of England, and young George in also now in line to someday 
be king.
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